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the room. As if to reassure me and cause me to feel that
the nation of which I was the unworthy representative
in this court of science already held no mean place in the
affections of this scientific monarch, in glancing round the
room my eye rested upon a copy of Bowditch's translation
of Laplace's " Mecanique Celeste." Translation, as it is,
of the most profound work ever written, the notes and
uddenda by our countryman are well worth the text, and
the author, had he selected a translator for his own fame,
would have perhaps preferred one less erudite.

After conversing for some time with M. Arago in
French, having unfolded to him the nature of my mission
to Europe, and the object I desired to accomplish, when
we came to speak of the characteristics of the various in-
struments which I designed to procure, of their adjust-
ments, etc., I observed to the philosopher that he must
observe my deficiency in the use of the French, and
begged that he might change to the English language.

" Pardonnez moi! pardonnez moi! " he exclaimed, i& I
cannot speak English with you, sir. Your French is so
much better than my English that I should be ashamed to
attempt a single sentence in your presence."

Having consumed some thirty minutes in conversation,
the astronomer offered to conduct me through the observa-
tory. I knew his engagements and begged him to turn
me over to one of his assistants, which he politely declined,
and went with me in person to every apartment.

The Royal Observatory of Paris is fitted up on a scale
of magnificence, so far as buildings are concerned, far sur-
passing anything I saw in Europe. The instruments,
however, are not so fine as those I found in several other
places. We stopped for a moment in the great lecture-
room in which M. Arago is accustomed to charm the
multitude which throngs to hear him from every quarter of
Paris.

The illustrations employed in astronomy are paintings
on^ boards, being mere diagrams or imperfect pictures of
objects in the heavens. I thought of my own apparatus
for a like object,'and said to my conductor that I hadh was
